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REF: MOGADISCIO 1479 (NOTAL) 

1. PRES. SIAD SENT PERSONAL MESSAGES OCT. 7 TO SYRIAN AND 
EGYPTIAN CHIEFS OF STATE CONGRATULATING THEM ON HAVING "RE- 
PULSED THE WANTON AGGRESSION OF THE ENEMY'". IN SEPARATE 
MESSAGE TO ALL OTHER ARAB HEADS OF STATE SIAD STATED VICTORY 
WOULD COME ONLY BY "YOUR COLLECTIVE ACTION OF BOTH MILITARY 
AND MATERIAL SUPPORT FOR EGYPT AND SYRIA." IN PRESS CON- 
FERENCE AFTERNOON OCT. 7, FONMIN ARTEH "CONDEMNED THE BLATANT 
AND NEW AGGRESSION OF ISRAEL AGAINST EGYPT AND SYRIA...”, 

THE LEAD SENTENCE OF OFFICIAL SOMALI NEWS AGENCY ARTICLE 
SUMMARIZING FONMIN S PRESS CONFERENCE STATED "SOMALIA FULLY 
SUPPORTS THE LEGITIMATE STRUGGLE OF EGYPT AND SYRIA AND PUTS 
ALL ITS RESOURCES AT THEIR DISPOSAL." (EXT OF SIAD MESSAGES 
AND FONMIN STATEMENT AS OFFICIALLY REPORTED CONTAINED REFTEL.) 
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2. PRESS REPORTS ONE LOCAL DEMONSTRATION OUTSIDE MOGADISCIO 
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IN SUPPORT OF ARAB STATES. LIFE CONTINUES NORMALLY IN 
MOGADISCIO. 

3. COMMENT: 

(A) DESPITE OFFER TO PUT "ALL ITS RESOURCES" AT EGYPTIAN 
AND SYRIAN DISPOSAL, SOMALIA HAS NO INTENTION OF DIVERTING 
ITS MILITARY PERSONNEL OR MATERIEL FROM ETHIOPIAN BORDER 
WHICH IS GSDR'S PRIMARY CONCERN. WE NOTE THAT MESSAGES OF 
SUPPORT CAREFULLY REFERRED TO "YOUR" (I.E., ARAB) STRUGGLE. 

(B) FACT THAT FONMIN STRENGTHENED SIAD'S EARLIER MESSAGES 
OF SUPPORT BY ADDING SOMALI WILLINGNESS PROVIDE MATERIAL 
ASSISTANCE PROBABLY REFLECTS GSDR FEELING IT WAS LAGGING 
SOMEWHAT BEHIND OTHER AFRICAN SUPPORTERS OF EGYPT AND SYRIA. 

(C) SOMALI OFFICIAL STATEMENTS NOTEWORTHY IN NOT MEN- 
TIONING US OR "IMPERIALIST" SUPPORT OF ISRAEL, EVEN THOUGH 
"IMPERIALIST" THEME IS CARRIED IN PRESS EDITORIAL. 

KIRK 
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